BEULAH BLURB
Beulah Primary School is a Child Safe School
School Council members: Mark Williams, Brad Moore, Jacob Hallam, Zeb Chivell,
Hayley Brain, Megan Thompson, Liana Gasparini, Nathan Wright and Isabella Griffiths

From Miss G
Hello all! I am very excited to finally be writing my first
‘Acting Principal’ words in the newsletter—and what an
honour it is! The upcoming weeks will be jam-packed, from
School Council to the RoboCup in Horsham for some students. It is fantastic to see everyone putting in their best
efforts to keep the school running as normal as possible
throughout this time of change. The students are always
our first priority, so we will continue to do the best for
them. Let’s take the rest of this term on together!
School Leaders 2021
Congratulations to our Beulah Primary School leaders for
2021. The year six students prepared speeches, and all
spoke very well as to why they would be the best student
for the role that they wanted. We have great student leaders in our school and community, and it was demonstrated
by the voting that all the students in the school hold our
year 6 leaders in high regard with close voting. We look
forward to seeing what initiatives and ideas they come up
with. They have already donated to a cause that made me
fight back tears which just goes to show the kind of
thoughtful students who show initiative at our school.
Well done to Harrison and Ruby who are our school captains. They will work closely alongside our SRC (Senior Representative Council) made up of Jackson (President), Harry
(Secretary), Spencer (Treasurer) and Lachlan (Equal Opportunities and Health and Wellbeing Officer).
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2021 Calendar Dates—Term 2
MAY
Monday 24th—Curriculum Day PUPIL FREE DAY
Tuesday 25th—School Council at 5 in staff room.
Wednesday 26th—RoboCup Junior Regional
Competition in Horsham.
Thursday 27th—MARC Van
JUNE
Wednesday 2nd—Winter Sports in Horsham.
Friday 11th—Curriculum Day. PUPIL FREE DAY
Monday 14th—Public Holiday.
Monday 21st—School Council at 5 in staff room.
WEEK 10—SHOWCASE. Wednesday 23rd June.
More information to come.

OFFICE
- CSEF ( Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund)
Families who applied last year for CSEF don’t require
to do anything this year.
If your circumstances have changed please contact
the office for a form.
In the Classrooms
P—2:
In week 5, students have been happy little learners!
They have been busy ‘Predicting Pandas’ by using pictures and word clues to guess what could happen as
they read. They have been sharing their ideas verbally 3—6:
and through drawings and writing.
Students have been very busy with their reading rotations, currently making power-points on the chosen
In writing, the children have continued to improve
country their investigating.
their spelling knowledge through Sounds Write and
developed their understanding of punctuation marks
and how to use them in their own writing.
In maths, students have continued to work on subtraction by completing problems involving counting
back using materials, number lines and word problems. Keep working hard!

Reading Superstars

Japanese
The last couple of weeks students have been catching up
These students have been rewarded for reaching anothon numbers and working on their passports, making
er milestone in reading at home and recording it in their
them very colourful!
reading diary.

Ollie—25 nights
Layla—75 nights

Respectful Relationships

Benji—75 nights

The children were practising how to recognise unfriendly
and friendly play in the playground. They were able to
share a freeze-frame of how
to be friendly in small
groups. These ideas ranged
from sharing to including

Lucas—100 nights

Health
This week we discussed with a partner which room in
our home is the most dangerous. There were some interesting contributions including sibling bedrooms which
contain spiders, and mice in garages. Most seemed to
agree that either bathrooms or kitchens were the winners.
We all observed and described dangers in a kitchen, and
then the P-2 students circled dangers in a kitchen picture while the seniors commenced a safety poster.

Sound Waves
Sound Waves is a whole-school systematic synthetic
phonics and word-study program designed to develop reading, spelling and writing skills from Foundation through to the final years of primary school. The
program provides all the resources and guidance
teachers need to implement systematic synthetic
phonics, including comprehensive Scope and Sequence documents, lesson plans and engaging student activities. For Foundation teachers, there’s even
a bank of Decodable Readers perfect for introducing
beginning reading.
Below are some links to the website and facts on the
effectiveness of the program.
Sound Waves goes beyond phonics to include all the
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/articles/soundother essential components students need to read
waves-and-synthetic-phonics-the-facts
and spell. As the years progress, a significant portion
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/series/soundwaves/features/
of teaching is dedicated to word study, including
morphology (prefixes, suffixes and Greek and Latin
roots), etymology (word origins) and language conThe Song Room
cepts like homophones and homographs.
Systematic synthetic phonics is an approach to phon- This term we have been very lucky to implement a
ics instruction that involves explicitly and systemati- new program every Friday, with Malcom Smith. The
Song room is a program in which teachers at the
cally teaching the relationship between phonemes
(sounds) and graphemes (letters representing
school have the opportunity to enhance their professounds). Instruction focuses on developing students’ sional knowledge, skills and confidence in embedding
ability to segment words into sounds and synthesise, music into their everyday teaching practice via the dior blend, sounds to form words. Lessons are system- rect support of a Teaching Artist Mentor. Designed to
atically sequenced so that students’ progress from
be inclusive of the broader teaching staff, school leadlearning simple, broadly applicable phoneme–
ership and students who will all benefit.
grapheme relationships to those that are more complex and unusual. In the early years, lessons also incorporate the use of decodable texts to teach reading.
Explicit teaching is an effective way to introduce phoneme–grapheme relationships, spelling strategies
and language concepts to your students, which is
why it forms the basis of all Sound Waves lessons.
Every lesson plan and slideshow is created to support
the explicit teaching of spelling. We provide the resources so you can deliver lessons with ease. Sound
Waves follows a logical scope and sequence that
aligns with all state and national curricula. Activities
and List Words are graded from easy to difficult, creating differentiation opportunities for all students in
your classroom.

