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Beulah Primary School
School Overview

Beulah Primary School is working towards achieving access to learning in a sage
and caring environment which will help students to develop responsibility, a
motivation to learn and positive self esteem through trust, respect, co-operation and
tolerance.

As much of the work in the School Charter, (Semester 2, 2004 to Semester 2, 2007)
has been complete, an audit of the school curriculum was undertaken early in 2007.
This gave the teaching staff curriculum areas to work on namely; -

Year 5 and 6

Civics and Citizenship, Humanities — Aborigines, Economics, Geography, Science (in
a broader approach) and Thinking, specifically questioning.

Years 2,3 and 4

Civics and Citizenship, Humanities, Personal Learning — continue with “Your Can Do
It, ICT for Communicating and Thinking — Reflecting and Evaluation.

Years Prep and One

Speaking and listening — an ability to follow instructions, Building social relationships
and working in teams and Working Mathematically.

This all related to the current Charter which has improvement areas relating to
developing and implementing curriculum inline with Victorian Government Curriculum
reform initiatives, i.e. VELS.

It also states we should be developing and implementing the ‘thinking curriculum’
strategies across the curriculum. Developing questioning in Year 5 and 6 and
Reflecting and Evaluating in years 2, 3 and 4 will be part of this process. In the
Prep/1 classroom an emphasis for one unit will be development of Speaking and
Listening skills — following an instruction.
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Parent Satisfaction

Parent satisfaction remains very high being 6.43 which is higher than in 2006 and
well above state means.
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Teacher Satisfaction
The average score for teacher satisfaction (morale) at this school was 80 on a scale
from O to 100 where 100 is the best possible score.

Teacher Absence
The average number of days absent per teacher was 0 days.

Teacher Retention

Of the 4 ongoing teaching service staff at June 2006 (including those on leave
without pay), 3 or 75% were still at the school at June 2007. This figure across all
Government schools was 90%.

Teacher participation in professional learning

Staff participated in a large range of professional learning ranging from Stephen
Graham’s new approach to the teaching of Spelling and Writing, Early Years and
Reading Recovery continuing contact, Numeracy Online Interview to one staff
member participating in the ‘Leaders as Learners’ program. Staff have continued to
work on improving their ICT skills.

Teacher Qualifications
All teachers in Victorian Government schools are registered with the Victorian
Institute of Teaching.




Beulah Primary School
Principal's Report
During 2007 the school continued in their quest to be more familiar with the Victorian
Essential Learning Curriculum, and the new reporting format. We are all looking
forward to the School Review in 2008 where new goals can be set as part of the four
year School Strategic Plan, which will occur around the end of 2008. We feel that all

staff have worked very hard over the period of the Charter and we are all proud of
our excellent achievements.

Every teaching staff member, including myself, took Long Service Leave during the
year and returned refreshed. My thanks to acting Principal Fran Lynch for her work
in my absence.

Key Decisions, events and achievements

Achievements
Students achieved highly again in the Rotary Spelling and Maths competition
‘Water For Life’ — Years 3, 4 section winner, Cooper Morris — TV and DVD for
school
Kanga 8'’s girls team including two from Hopetoun and one from Yaapeet
reached Regional final
Athletics — 6 students attended Zone athletics, 1 went to Regional athletics
State Croquet Championships — Runner up and 3" in pairs
100% of students achieved the Premiers Reading Challenge target
Water Grant successful
Excellent transition programs — K to Prep and Year 6 to Year 7
Julie Dodgshun won a Regional Award for her excellent work.
Performance and Development Culture Accreditation achieved.
Our 12/13 Year old girls medley relay team also competed at the Regional
Level in swimming.

Events
Huge amounts of drought support eased family pressures — Freemasons,
Salvation Army, Anglicare, Wimmera Uniting Care and DEECD
Investing In Our Schools — second project completed, new computers,
electronic whiteboards and furniture
Excellent community concert
Whole School excursion to Swan Hill — subsidised by drought funding
Day excursion (whole school), to Pine Plains with Teaching Farms students
from Altona North

Decisions
Rationalisation of two buses, back to one took place
Southern Mallee cluster established to encourage more co-operation between
schools. Prue McCredden on this committee
Modification to Swimming Sports program at Beulah Primary School to
encourage goal setting and personal bests as set out in VELS — Personal
Learning

Marg Mellington
Principal



Beulah Primary School
School Council President's Report

The 2007 year has been a challenging yet rewarding year for the Beulah Primary
School. Challenging, in that our numbers are dwindling along with almost every
other school in the Mallee area, yet rewarding, that we are producing outstanding
results. We can be proud that our students leave the school with a well balanced
education, and head off to secondary school prepared for the challenges ahead.
Students departing Beulah are often significantly ahead of students from similar
schools.

In recognition of the challenges that come with providing a good education to smaller
numbers of pupils, the school has joined a cluster of small schools from Jeparit
through to Hopetoun. The clustering arrangement, when fully functional, will provide
the students with greater opportunity to interact with other students and offer a wider
range of subjects. The traditional model of a classroom is changing slowly to take
advantage of new technology, and eventually interactive learning through the internet
with specialist teachers who may be in a far distant classroom.

This exciting change in the teaching model will evolve over the next few years, as
new technology becomes available.

At the start of the year, new interactive whiteboards were installed into each
classroom, which are a tremendous aid to teaching. We also had new split system
air-conditioners installed throughout the school, which will make the environment
more comfortable.

Some of our key achievements for the year include 100% achievement in the
Premiers Reading Challenge, Rotary Spelling and Mathematics Competition there
were two winners from Beulah. The Kanga 8’s girls reached the Regional Level, and
six students attended the Zone Athletics and then went on to represent the School at
the Regional Athletics. Two students represented the school at the Croquet State
Championships, achieving a 2" and 3". Cooper Morris won a TV and DVD for the
School after winning the grades 3 & 4 section of the Water for Life competition.
Congratulations to all of those students who achieved their personal best, and
represented their school so proudly.

The School and individual students, received significant financial support from the
Freemasons, Salvation Army and Anglicare, as a result of difficulties from the
ongoing drought. We were also fortunate to receive special funding for a whole
school camp to the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement.

During August Beulah hosted students and teachers from the Altona North Primary
School as part of the Teaching Farms program. This was a great opportunity for our
students to socialise with some city kids and for them to showcase the country life
style.

At the end of 2007, a rationalisation of the school buses was forced upon us, as a
result of our dwindling numbers. The School Council recognises that this has caused
a great deal of inconvenience to some families. Hopefully the new arrangements and
altered school hours will minimise the impact on these families.
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Following recommendations from Principal Marg Mellington, the School Council
voted to alter the way the School Concert and school sports are conducted. The new

Community Concert was a tremendous success, and who could forget the “Twelve
Days of Christmas” by the Bowls ladies.

The new format swimming sports, has certainly generated debate amongst parents,
as it is a break away from the traditional sports program. Rather than a first, second,
third type program, students were encouraged to achieve their personal best, and
then compete against students of similar ability rather than swimming against
children of their own age group. Previously there had been issues of individual
children not having anybody to compete against. It was pleasing to see that many
students were able to achieve their personal best and almost all students received
some type of an award. The students appear happier with the new format.

Achieving personal best for each student is part of the educational philosophy of the
School. Currently staff are preparing the charter or plan for the next three years for
the School, and achieving your personal best will continue to be part of that
philosophy. Parents are encouraged to participate in this planning, and provide
feedback to the School through the regular surveys and questionnaires that are being
published in the Blurb.

Beulah Primary School could not be the vibrant school community that it is, without
the significant support of the many parents and friends who do volunteer work at the
school. The Parents Club is a key fundraiser for the School, and the volunteer
readers ensure the students have excellent reading skills. Everybody who has
provided volunteer time to the school needs to be recognised, but unfortunately there
are just too many to individually acknowledge.

This year we lost two School Councillors. Dean Caldow and family moved to
Ballarat, and Dean’s contribution through his year on the School Council is
recognised. The other School Councillor to move on is lan Marshman, who after 11
years on the Council and President 2005 & 2006, finally has run out of children still of
primary school age. lan during his term as School Council President, oversaw a
huge capital works program, and a vibrant school community, which peaked with 52
students. The School Council will miss lan’s experience and guidance. We welcome
to the School Council, new Councillors Arlene Phelan and Neville McCredden, who
take up their positions in March 2008.

Last but not least, the Beulah Primary School, would not be the school it is today
without the enthusiastic and professional staff that we have. Our children’s education
Is an absolute credit to Principal Marg Mellington and her staff Dianne Phelan,
Maureen Farrall, Julie Dodgshun, Narelle Gibson and Terese Sanders. We are most
fortunate to have such dedicated and capable staff to provide our children with the
best educational start in life that we could ask for.

The 2007 school year has been a busy year with very successful results, not only for
the School but also for individual students. We look forward to the challenges ahead
in 2008.

Shayne Riggall
President



Beulah Primary School
Student Progress & Achievements

Student Learning

When consulting and examining the collective data relating to Student Learning in the School
Level Report, we can conclude the following: -

Percentage of students achieving at or above expected standards

Looking at the 2007 AIM, (Achievement Improvement Monitor) results for Years 3 and 5, we
can make the following comments relating to the achievement data of Beulah Primary School
students: -

Year 3 Reading: 100% of the students took part in the test with 67% performing at the
expected level (Level 3) and 33% performing above the expected level (Level 4). The school
mean score was 2.8 and was above the state mean of 2.3.

Year 3 Number: Similarly participation was 100% with 83% performing at the expected level
(Level 3) and 33% performing above the expected level (Level 4). The school mean score
was 2.3 which was just below the state mean of 2.4.

Year 3 Writing: In the writing domain the school mean was 2.7 again above the state mean of
2.4.

Year 5 Reading: 86% of Year 5 students participated in the test with 67% again performing at
the expected level (Level 4) and 33% exceeding the expected level of achievement (Level 5).
The school mean was again superior to the state mean being 3.8 compared to the state
mean of 3.2.

Year 5 Number: The same participation rate of 86% of Year 5 students complete the AIM
Number test. Results were as follows: - 17% of students were performing at the expected
level, (Level 4) whilst and excellent 83% were achieving above the expected level, (Level 5).
The school mean score of 4.6 was well above the state mean of 3.2. This was a great result.
Year 5 Writing: In this area the school mean for Year 5 students in Year 5 at Beulah was 3.8
which was above the state mean of 3.2.
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Beulah Primary School
Student Pathways and Transitions

During 2007 seven students progressed on to Secondary College with numbers being as
follows to each Secondary School: - Home Schooling — one, Warracknabeal Secondary
College — two, Birchip P/12 — one and Hopetoun Secondary College — three. The transition
programs from these schools were again effective and allowed students to familiarise with
their new learning environments and to make connections with new social groups. Due to
the numbers of visits to Secondary Colleges and the fact that students head in three
directions, | have again found it disruptive to the assessment and completion of the Year 6
class work. | still would like the Secondary Colleges to attempt to co-ordinate their visits to
assist in this disruption, particularly at the end of the year.

Five new preps began school at Beulah after an excellent transition program initiated by Mrs
Farrall, the Prep to 2 teacher.

The parent opinion survey result relating to transition was 6.27 at Beulah Primary School
compared to the State median of 5.76.

When students move from classroom to classroom, teachers communicate freely regarding
the strengths and the weaknesses of the students moving on, as well as sharing successful
approaches and strategies used with each individual student.

A well developed process is used in the school when students with disabilities transfer to
another school. Discussion is conducted with the new Principal and full information, program
plans and individual learning goals are thoroughly explained and shared to make the
transition smooth.
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Student Engagement and Wellbeing

The goal we were working towards during this charter was to ensure that we provided a
stimulating, challenging and encouraging learning environment where students felt safe and
respected. Student absenteeism levels rose a little this year, mainly due to families choosing
to take extended holidays during the school year and not vacations. The mean in 2007 was
12.8, compared to 9 in 2006. This was still below the state mean of 13.2.

Students rated their connectedness to the school reasonably highly with an average score of
4.13 out of a possible 5. This rating was a little lower than in previous years, but with regular
staff on long service leave when the survey was completed, the change could be put down to
some students not adjusting to different teachers and a change of approach.

Students continue to feel safe at the school and their mean score out of a possible 5 was
4.20. This was higher than the mean from the Parent Opinion survey which rated student
safety at 5.22 out of a possible 7. The school mean in the Parent survey has remained
constant during the last two years.

Staff have continued to consistently implement the school’s bullying policy. Parents are
asked to discuss the policy with their children before the commencement of the year. Each
class also conducts a discussion on what the policy outlines. As a result, levels of bullying at
the school are quite low.

Positive behaviour has also continued to be recognised with Students of the Week, Aussie of
the Month and the new house point approach where points are awarded for effort, kindness
and caring for others around the school.

Junior Council continues under the excellent leadership of parent, Marian Jones. This allows
the students to initiate activities and to demonstrate leadership and responsibility.

Student Morale and Student Distress means remained quite high on the Attitudes to School
Survey being 5.37 and 5.80 respectively out of 7. This suggests that students feel
reasonably happy at the school and have a sense of belonging. Girls rated these two areas
higher than the boys but the boys rated school connectedness much higher than the girls.

Average number of absent days Student connectedness to school
per student (average score on scale of 1 to 5, where 5 is best
possible score)
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Beulah Primary School
Future Directions

Data from the student achievements during 2007 has remained very high in all areas,
however Maths data is superior to that in Reading and Writing in the English
Learning area. We will have to continue to monitor this in the future and ensure that
the Literacy area remains strong. A new approach to the teaching of Spelling and
Writing is being trialled after the staff attended professional learning with Stephen
Graham and listened to his methods of explicitly teaching Spelling and Writing.
Literacy will need to have a strong emphasis with Prep students, as in recent years
some students have been entering the school with minimal language experience.

In two months time, the school will be reviewed and following this consultation, a new
Strategic Plan will be established for the next four years of the school's operation.
New focuses will come out of this process and these will form the basis of teachers
work in the future.

The staff would also like to continue the development of the Victorian Essential
Learning Standards curriculum and plan to continue to address areas of the new
curriculum which our audit showed up as gaps as well as the thinking curriculum.

It will be vital for the school to continue to develop active partnerships between
parents and teachers to ensure the students are given the very best chance to
succeed in their learning.

The school will also need to positively embrace the need for change and be creative
in their use of technology and staff skills as the numbers of children in the school
decreases. The introduction of Ultranet will change the level of access parents can
have to their child’s education and it will begin to be introduced in the next 12
months.

A strong sustainable environment focus will also continue in the school program as
will close connections to community individuals and groups.



Beulah Primary School
2007 Annual Report to the School Community

Financial Performance

The recommended word length for this section is approximately 400 words.

Financial Performance for the year ending 31st Financial Position as at 31st December, 2007
December, 2007
Revenue 2007 Actual Funds Available 2007 Actual
DE&T Grants 63896 || High Yield Investment Account 154981
Commoneaith Government 71676 || Official Account 294
Grants
State Government Grants 3967
Other 20232 || Total Funds Available 155275
Locally Raised Funds 17693 || Financial Commitments 2007 Actual
Total Operating Revenue 177464 || Salaries and Allowances 25346
Assets 54150
Expenditure Office Regs and Consumables 1000
Salaries and Allowances 24813 || Camps and Excursions 1200
Bank Charges 74 || Building/Grounds including SMS 53123
Consurmables o701 || Special Programs inc Student 712
Services
Books and Publications 218 || Parent Clubs 7500
Communication Costs 2336 || School Operating Reserve 12244
Fumniture and Equipment 1060
Utilities 3827
Property Services 73024
Travel and Subsistence 160 || Total Financial Commitments 155275
Motor Vehicle Expenses
Administration 3878 During 2007 many grants boosted the revenue
Health and Personal 57 coming into the school. These included: -
Development Science/Maths equipment grant of $1620,
Professional Development 2439 Maintenance Initiative of $2500 additional
Trading and Fundraising 8220 building works, numerous drought relief grants
Support/Service totalling $6750, ‘Go For Your Life’ - $3000, ICT
Miscellaneous 9290 Curriculum Computers $1200, Investing in our
Total Operating Schools Federal Grant — partially expended on
Expenditure 139097 air conditioning - $34576 and Bridging Support
$7620. Expenditure covered two main areas —
i 3 Property services — exterior painting of the
§i$3m|ng Surplus/ 33366 buildings, air conditioning, storm water drains
Capital Expenditure ( Cases 164 a|r|1d concreting the gazebo a}nd salaries and
21 Finance Only) allowances were up on previous years due to

Please note that the above amounts do not include
any credit revenue or expenditure allocated or spent
by the school through its Student Resource

Package

the need to employ another teacher aide,
Teacher Professional Leave and the Leaders
as Learners Program were taken up by staff.
These were all reimbursed expenses.

Parents Club again raised a large amount of
money for the school being $6263.10 to
purchase reading books, contribute to the
music program and special lunches and other
catering for the school. We thank them very
much for their hard work.
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School Contact Information

Address; Henty Highway, Beulah Vic 3395
Principal: Mrs Margaret Mellington

School Council President: Mr Shayne Riggall

Telephone: 5390 2332

Email: beulah.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Web site: www.beulahp.vic.edu.au

This report contains summery data extracted from the School Level Report. If you would like to access the School
Level Report, please contact Marg Mellington on 5390 2332,



